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moment asleep. Now discipline is so strict in the Russian
army, that no one dared to awake the chief, nor stand to arms-
without his order. The fragments of ISTey's corps therefore
edged along a league from the hetman's camp without being-
attacked ; nor did they see any more of PlatofFs Cossacks till
the next day. For three days Marshal Ney marched, fighting
incessantly, along the winding banks of the Dnieper, ta
Orcha, and on the 20th came in sight of the town. He
Loped to find the Emperor and the army there ; but between
him and it there still lay a wide plain, occupied by a strong-
body of the enemy's infantry, which was advancing on him,
the Cossacks, meanwhile, preparing to attack his rear.
Taking up a defensible position, he sent several officers, one
after another, to make sure that the French were still in
Orcha; since otherwise further resistance would be of no
avail. One of them reached the place, and found the head-
quarters still there. On learning that Ney had returned
the Emperor evinced the greatest joy, and in order to deliver
him from his dangerous situation he sent Eug&ne and
Mortier to meet him. They repulsed the enemy, and brought
Marshal ISTey, with what remained of the brave men under
his command, back to Orcha. This retreat did Ney the
greatest credit.

That day the Emperor continued his retreat by Kokanoft
and Toloczin, to Bobra, where he found Marshal Victor's*
troops lately arrived from Germany, and came into touch
with the 2nd corps, the command of which Sarnt-Cyr had
just handed back to Oudinot.e. Artillery, caissons, baggage, and
